
Gary Foster is a reeds player and music educator—on alto 
sax, tenor sax, flutes, and clarinets—with deep roots in 
jazz and in the Heartland. He’s a first-call player for LA-
area TV, film, and concert assignments. His long career 
has spanned the nation, Europe, and Japan. Gary grew up 
musically and professionally around Kansas City and at 
the University of Kansas. For many years, and often, he’s 
been coming home to the Heartland, to teach, to record, 
and for club and concert dates. We met while he was in 
town this spring for club dates and recording, pausing on 
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